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- FRG officials seek right-turn NW Classified
fane for Route 14 Homes
' : Merchandise
By ERIC R. OLSON _ g:::s
The Northwest Heraid Services
. : ' Anncuncements
FOX RIVER GROVE - Village officials are making a last-ditch Place an ad

effort to win approvai for plans to build a right-turn lane on M -t
Route 14 at Algonguin Road. P g

Village officials want to eliminate congestion in the eastbound
lane of Route 14,

Cars making a right turn onto AlDgonquin Road frequently
cause backups when inbound trains block the intersection.
"When someone 1s making a right turn and there's a green
light, one of the lanes has to stop at a green light,” Viflage
Administrator Art Osten said. "It would be safer if people could
have a right-turn lane to get out of the way of peopie
proceeding through the intersection,®

State officials have awarded the viflage $204,000 in grant
funding to complete the project. ‘
So far, the state has spent nearly $16,000 and the wllage
neariy $4,000 on designing plans to add the turn lane.

JSPECIAL SECTIDNSG .

Yet after two years of work, the project may be abandoned. Isrf‘grnf\,:‘;?:t
Illinois Department of TransOportation engineers have held Why I Love America
-up the project because of concerns about providing an Prep Football
. adequate turning radius for semi-trucks. - + Medley of Homes
The intersection is narrow, and semi-trucks cross the center ~ Conmanmr

line when they make rlght-hand turns from Route 14 onto
Algonquin. .

IDOT engineers want the vtllage to widen the intersection If
_they build the turn lane. Village officiais have asked for a
variance to allow them to buiid the turn lane without wldemng
the Intersection.

" Widening wouid require building more pavement on the
rallread tracks and moving signal equipment, Osten said.

The cost to perform that work would be around $100,000,
Trustee Suzanne Blohm said. It alse would be enough te kil
the project.

"My overall feeling IS that the village board wou[d not want to

spend more money,” Blohm said. "It's not that we don't want

to, It's that we don't have the funds to spend.”

Questions or Comments? Contact us. Copyright - 1998-2002
Northwest Herald Newspapers - 7717 South Route 31 - Crystal -
Lake, Iilinois 60014 - (B15) 453-4040 - Subscription {815)
459-8118 or (B0OO) 589-9363
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From: Beverly N. Thomas & &f,iff ::
Sent:  Friday, March 15, 2002 11:25 AM
To: Crystal Lake Transportation Team; Lawrence E. Thomas; Edward A.

Subject: Daily Herald Suburban Chicago's Information Source.htm

Mareh 15, 2002
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Fox River Grove plan to improve mtersectlon in
jeopardy

By Max Seigle Daily Herald Staff Writer

Pasted on March 15, 2002

If the Tlinois Department of Transportation does not budge on a recent
request from Fox River Grove, eastbound cars may continue to stack up
along Route 14 near Algonqum Road.

For just over two years, the village has been working with IDOT to bring a
right turn lane to this intersection - the site of the 1995 bus/train collision
that killed seven students - to increase the traffic-flow of the busy four-
lane state highway.

Right now, eastbound cars in the far right lane along Route 14 stack up
even when the intersection's light is green because drivers turning right are
stalled waiting for the train to cross Algonqum Road, according to vxllage
administrator Art Osten ‘

In its most recent report from IDOT, the village learned it will need to
build an extra right-turn lane with a wider turning radius to accommodate |
trucks 55 feet in length from front to rear axle. :

Providing that greater width will cost an additional $100,000 for the
project because the village would need to buy land from Union Pacific to
widen Algonquin Road at the train crossing. That crossing would then
have to be reconstructed.

Osten said the village will not be able to afford the higher costs and said 2
letter has been sent to IDOT asking for either a variance for the project or
money to make the turn wider. :

If neither happens, Osten said that could jeopardize the praject all together

3/15/02
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7-Day Search or at least postpone: it "until the mdeﬁmte future
Archives Search

Photo Archives
Site Map Before IDOT's current report, the pro_]ect was slated at $255, 000 with the

Special Sect. village paying $51,000 and a fedexjal grant picking vp the remainder.

About Us
Contact Us

Contact Us a4 covered a plan to build a right turn lane similar in width to the other
Home Delivery

lanes on Route 14. The turn lane would be able to accommodate trucks 40
feet from front to rear axle.

To provide anything more the village's share right now, the village would
have to look at cutbacks in coming fiscal year's budget, said trustee
Suzanne Blohm, who also is the village's budget officer.

"It's more that it's a give and take situation,” she said. "The amount of the
increase would determine if we could make reasonable cutbac

The village has not recexved an ofﬁc1a1 rcsponsc from ]ZDOT yet

~ However, Alex Househ, a pro;ect manager with ]DOT said Thursday the
village could get 4 variance if it did not allow large semis to use A.lgonqum _
Road I-Ie did not know for certain 1f money could be prowded. :

For safety reasons, Househ urges the v1llage to w1den the radms 1f 1t
doesn't want to limit truck traffic on Algonquin Road. He says trucks
would basma]ly end up driving on the curb if the radius was not widened.

Househ also is afraid trucks would swing into oppos1tc lanes of traffic
while making a turn.

E-mall this story 1o a friend
Printthis siory 4
Retun o Seetion Front
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. | Fox River Grove Intersecﬁon Improvements
Existing Intersection Condition on
U.S. Route 14 and Algonguin Road
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Right-turning traffic stopped by train causes trafﬁc_baéi:—up
On southbound U.S. Route 14.

T

. RIGHT TURN QUEUE
' EXHIBIT 14

.



